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Today, over a year from her last breast cancer treatment, Laura 

Revels has a new job with a cancer program in Anchorage. There, 

she creates something called “digital storytelling,” or special video 

presentations for cancer education. �

“I tell a story and only use the word cancer a couple of times, and I tie 

it together with a story about the Kushtaka, a spirit. We used to not say 

the name Kushtaka because it had the power to take us away; that is 

how it is with the word cancer. My story tells them how in the end, past 

the fear and past the pain, we will still be here. It says that together—

and by breaking the silence—we can get through one more day.”
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